Saturday 10 September is a memorable occasion for us here at the Vic, for that afternoon sees us play our 1000th Wessex League game. 
Only two other teams this season can reach that milestone- Brockenhurst- and all things being equal they should reach that milestone later this month as well. The other being Christchurch who come into the season having played 962 Wessex League games. So their 1000th game will be towards the end of the season- will it be our Easter game there on 9 April, all things being equal and at time of writing it will be?

There are three people at our club who were here at the time of Game 1, current Chairman Bob Corbin, current President Ernie Stimpson and Matchday Helper Tony Boothby. Ernie has a wealth of stories of his time with the club, a club he has been with since before World War 2; a magnificent achievement by any standards, and a true gent to boot. A number of our squad that are likely to be involved today weren’t even the proverbial twinkle back then. There are many people about the ground who help out on match days this season including Dave Bragginton in the Hospitality Lounge, whose tea is almost legendary, and together with Sue Harvey at the Refreshments have given many hours of service to the club. Bernie Hallam is also an indispensable character behind the scenes despite the fact he’s not been with the club long he has a wealth of experience on the local scene.
	FINAL WESSEX LEAGUE TABLE 

FROM THAT FIRST SEASON- 1986/87

	
	
	PL
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	GD
	PTS

	1
	Bashley
	32
	24
	3
	5
	71
	30
	41
	75

	2
	Road Sea
	32
	22
	7
	3
	70
	26
	44
	73

	3
	AFC Totton
	32
	20
	7
	5
	62
	21
	41
	67

	4
	Newport IOW
	32
	15
	8
	9
	51
	36
	15
	53

	5
	Havant Town
	32
	15
	7
	10
	57
	48
	9
	52

	6
	Thatcham Town
	32
	15
	6
	11
	53
	33
	20
	51

	7
	Wellworthy Athletic
	32
	14
	6
	12
	48
	50
	-2
	48

	8
	Eastleigh
	32
	14
	6
	12
	40
	42
	-2
	48

	9
	Sholing Sports
	32
	10
	8
	14
	41
	45
	-4
	38

	10
	Lymington Town
	32
	10
	8
	14
	31
	37
	-6
	38

	11
	Steyning Town
	32
	10
	8
	14
	45
	47
	-2
	37

	12
	Portals Athletic
	32
	9
	9
	14
	37
	46
	-9
	36

	13
	Portsmouth RN
	32
	11
	2
	19
	43
	58
	-15
	35

	14
	Horndean
	32
	8
	8
	16
	42
	55
	-13
	32

	15
	Bournemouth
	32
	7
	9
	16
	33
	59
	-26
	30

	16
	Romsey Town
	32
	7
	7
	18
	25
	61
	-36
	28

	17
	Brockenhurst
	32
	4
	5
	23
	34
	89
	-55
	17


That season saw the first of Bashley’s three time Championship run before gaining promotion to the Southern League. Steyning Town only stayed a couple of seasons, before returning to the Sussex County league. Lymington Town and Wellworthy Athletic amalgamated becoming AFC Lymington. Whilst Saturday’s visitors Romsey Town finished just below us in the final standings, ironically last Tuesday’s visitors (on 6 September, and by a huge coincidence, the date of our first Wessex League game was 6 September 1986- exactly 25 years ago to the day) ended one spot higher than us in that opening Wessex campaign, and indeed did the double over us that season, and with only eight league wins a quarter of that total coming at our expense, in fact Horndean were the only side Poppies failed to find the net against that season! 
As for our other results, the table below shows only too well the true story! It looks like the season couldn’t end soon enough with everybody hitting the target against Bournemouth. Bashley (8), Horndean (7) and Newport IOW (6) doing the most damage and AFC Totton and Romsey Town being least effective with just one apiece. For your information, Road Sea (based at Staplewood- where Southampton train and the Reserves have played, alongside the A326) and Portals Athletic didn’t participate in the league again. Sholing Sports also eventually folded.

	POPPIES RESULTS
	HOME
	SCORE
	AWAY
	SCORE

	Bashley
	LOST
	0-3
	LOST
	1-5

	Road Sea
	DRAW
	1-1
	DRAW
	1-1

	AFC Totton
	WON
	1-0
	LOST
	0-1

	Newport IOW
	LOST
	0-4
	DRAW
	2-2

	Havant Town
	DRAW
	1-1
	DRAW
	3-3

	Thatcham Town
	LOST
	1-2
	WON
	1-0

	Wellworthy Athletic
	LOST
	1-3
	LOST
	0-1

	Eastleigh
	LOST
	0-1
	LOST
	1-2

	Sholing Sports
	LOST
	1-3
	WON
	1-0

	Lymington Town
	LOST
	2-3
	DRAW
	1-1

	Steyning Town
	LOST
	0-1
	LOST
	1-4

	Portals Athletic
	LOST
	0-3
	WON
	1-2

	Portsmouth Royal Navy
	WON
	2-1
	DRAW
	1-1

	Horndean
	LOST
	0-2
	LOST
	0-5

	Romsey Town
	DRAW
	1-1
	WON
	3-0

	Brockenhurst
	DRAW
	2-2
	WON
	2-1


Dates and results courtesy of Steve Farmery and Ray Murphy

Sat 6th Sept  
-  0-1  -  AWAY  -  Wellworthy Athletic

Sat 13th Sept  
-  1-2  -  HOME  -  Thatcham Town - Parrett

Sat 20th Sept  
-  1-5  -  AWAY  -  Bashley - Bolson

Sat 4th Oct  
-  2-2  -  HOME  -  Brockenhurst - Munday, Wallace

Sat 11th Oct  
-  1-2  -  AWAY  -  Eastleigh - Bolson

Sat 18th Oct 
-  1-1  -  HOME  -  Havant Town - Dobbs




Sat 25th Oct  
-  0-5  -  AWAY  -  Horndean

Sat 15th Nov  
-  2-3  -  HOME  -  Lymington Town - Bolson 2

Sat 29th Nov  
-  1-1  -  HOME  -  Road-Sea Southampton - Cox

Sat 6th Dec  
-  1-0  -  AWAY  -  Thatcham Town - Bolson

Sat 13th Dec  
-  1-3  -  HOME  -  Sholing Sports - Wallace

Sat 27th Dec  
-  2-2  -  AWAY  -  Newport - Cox, Trudgett

Thu 1st Jan  
-  1-3  -  HOME  -  Wellworthy Athletic - Cox


Sat 3rd Jan  
-  1-0  -  HOME  -  AFC Totton - Proctor

Wed 7th Jan  
-  0-3  -  HOME  -  Bashley 

Sat 10th Jan  
-  1-0  -  AWAY  -  Sholing Sports - Proctor

Sat 14th Feb  
-  0-2  -  HOME  -  Horndean

Tue 17th Feb  
-  2-1  -  AWAY  -  Portals Athletic - Proctor, Robertson

Sat 21st Feb  
-  1-1  -  AWAY  -  Lymington Town - Elmes A

Wed 25th Feb  
-  3-3  -  AWAY  -  Havant Town - Lovell 2, Elmes A

Sat 28th Feb  
-  0-4  -  HOME  -  Havant Town

Tue 3rd Mar  
-  1-4  -  AWAY  -  Steyning Town - Trudgett

Sat 7th Mar  
-  3-0  -  AWAY  -  Romsey Town - Elmes A, Moore,Trudgett

Sat 14th Mar  
-  2-1  -  HOME  -  Portsmouth Royal Navy - Jeans, OG


Sat 21st Mar  
-  1-1  -  AWAY  -  Road-Sea Southampton - Proctor

Sat 28th Mar  
-  1-1  -  HOME  -  Romsey Town - Elmes A(pen)

Wed 1st Apr  
-  0-1  -  AWAY  -  AFC Totton

Sat 4th Apr  
-  0-1  -  HOME  -  Steyning Town

Sat 18th Apr  
-  0-3  -  HOME  -  Portals Athletic

Mon 20th Apr  
-  2-1  -  AWAY  -  Brockenhurst - Cox, Wallace

Sat 25th Apr  
-  1-1  -  AWAY  -  Portsmouth Royal Navy - Trudgett

Thu 30th Apr  
-  0-1  -  HOME  -  Eastleigh

1986/87 CUP competitions

In the Wessex League matches were arranged on a Group basis, played on a home and away basis. With one win and one draw from our group we failed to proceed further-

Sat 23rd Aug  
-  1-1  -  HOME  -  Eastleigh - Elmes A 

Sat 30th Aug  
-  0-1  -  HOME  -  Newport  

Tue 2nd Sept  
-  5-0  -  HOME  -  Romsey - Wallace 2, Bolson, Bond, Proctor 

Wed 1st Oct  
-  2-3  -  AWAY  -  Romsey Town – Bolson, Proctor   

Tue 14th Oct  
-  1-3  -  AWAY  -  Newport - Moore  

Tue 28th Oct  
-  0-2  -  AWAY  -  Eastleigh    

In the Bournemouth Senior Cup an initial victory over Holt United saw us paired with soon to become Wessex rivals Christchurch who were then playing in the Bournemouth League, they prevented our progress.

Sat 20th Dec
- 1-0 - 
HOME -  Holt United - Munday
Sat 24th Jan
- 1-2 - 
AWAY -  Christchurch - Cox

Things were scarcely better in the County FA competitions, our only strike coming courtesy of Jon Wallace in the Folland Sports (now known as GE Hamble) Russell Cotes tie - 

Tue 7th Oct  
-  1-3  -  HOME  -  Folland Sports (Russell Cotes Cup 1st Round)

Sat 1st Nov  
-  0-3  -  HOME  -  Eastleigh(Hampshire Senior Cup 1st Round)

The club did not enter the FA Vase or FA Cup at that time. The season opened on August 5 when an AFC Bournemouth XI visited the Vic romping home 11-2; Poppies’ goals coming from Andy Elmes and Shaun Munday that night. The goal on 23 August was scored by Andy Elmes, so his name is in the Poppies “Hall of Fame” as he is the first Bournemouth player to score in the Wessex League. 

The first player to net in the league as opposed to the League Cup though was Gary Perrett in the 1-2 home reverse against Thatcham Town. However it has come to my attention that in the Thatcham Town v Bournemouth programme for 6 Dec 1986 the Bournemouth line-up was shown as: 1 Chris Corbin 2. Nigel Moore 3. Martin Dobbs 4. John Wallace 5. Shaun Munday 6. Terry Jeans 7. Gavin Whiteside 8. Andy Elmes 9. Cliff Trudgett 10. Graham Cox 11. Martin Proctor 12. Jimmy Fry 13. Gary Parrett. The significance of this date is that it was the first time Poppies won a Wessex League fixture and even more interesting I am told that Bournemouth's record at that stage was P9 W0 D3 L6 F9 A 22 Pts 3 and they were bottom of the table whereas Thatcham were top P11 W8 D2 L1 F29 A10 Pts 25 but Bournemouth registered their first win of the season 1 - 0!!!! This comes courtesy of a Thatcham supporter who was co-editor of the club's programme for a few seasons (though not in the 80's).

The first full game under lights looks to have been the 5-0 League Cup victory over Saturday’s opposition Romsey Town back on Tuesday 2 October 1986, with the first League game under such conditions not happening until Wednesday 7 January, although the Poppies were also at home on the Thursday prior (New Years Day), but that may have been a normal afternoon time kick off?
The line up for that very first Wessex League game was: Chris Corbin, Andy Affleck, Martin Dobbs, Gavin Whiteside, Shaun Munday, Ricky Bond, Andy Elmes, Jon Wallace (Bob Haynes), Lee Bolson, Jimmy Fry, Martin Proctor.

Over the years there’s been many great players associated with the club and also some well known names wearing the Manager’s jacket- for example in recent years Tommy Taylor, Brian O’Donnell, Keith Williams, Shaun Brooks, Peter Moore and James Wood. There have been some great teams lining up here at the Vic during the last 25 years and the first piece of silverware picked up as a member of the League came in the League Cup last season, when an early goal from Jesse Hodgson was enough to bring the Cup here for the season, and write the strikers name as well in the Poppies “Hall of Fame”. 
A win next Saturday will also take us into long uncharted waters with a place in the 2nd Qualifying Round of the FA Cup for the first time since 1990/91. 
Unfortunately there is a huge gap in player statistics in the first few years of the Wessex League, but with the help of Ray Murphy, a former Secretary and Programme Editor at the Vic, playing records since 1990/91 have been maintained.

TOP ELEVEN APPEARANCE MAKERS SINCE 1990 (STARTS) - as at 1 May 2011 
Mark DANCER 318
Darren ELMES 246
Jason HARVELL 216
Peter HOWARD 210 
Paul CUGLIETTA 208 
Adie BRISCOE 188
Lamin DIBBA 186
Wayne CRUTCHER 180 currently still at the club and captain of the side this season
Dan WEST 163
Sam BRYNING 158
Richard GLENISTER 158

TOP ELEVEN GOALSCORERS SINCE 1990 - as at 1 May 2011 
Darren McBRIDE 95 
Richard GLENISTER 73 
Mark DANCER 56 
Scott JOYCE 46 
Darren ELMES 44 
Fawzi SAADI 44 still on the club’s books.
Leigh PHILLIPS 40
Scott SMITH 39
Lamin DIBBA 36
Tom JEFFES 36
Charlie MILES 36

TOP FIVE CLEAN SHEET KEEPERS SINCE 1990 - as at 1 May 2011 
Jason HARVELL 76 
Stewart KEARN 42 
Nick STONE 23 
Martyn JONES 19 
Darren CROWFOOT 12

Enjoy the game on Saturday, and here’s to the next 1000?

